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English résumé

A Study of Japanese National Character

——the third national survey——

Research Committee
of the study of Japanese National Character
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Chapter TII. Results obtained from the comparison with the previous surveys

Chapter IV. Results obtained for each question

Chapter V. Results obtained from the re-surveyed group.

Chapter VI. Sampling and Non-response.

Appendix

List of the questions
I. Questions and Simple Tabulations (third national survey)
. Questions and Simple Tabulations (re-surveyed group)
2. The members of the Research Committee

Zyoiti Suetuna (Director of the Institute), Hirojiro Aoyama,

Chikio Hayashi, Masatugu Isida, Sigeki Nisihira, Tatsuzo. Suzuki,

Yasushi Taga, Tosio Uematu.

3. Purpose and scope of the Study

The national character of the Japanese people has been the subject of
much discussion and many approaches have been used in its study.

One method — the one we have used here — is to study the ways of
thought of the people at large.

The first national survey was conducted in 1953*, the second five years
later in 1958*, and the third ten years later in 1963. The third survey, with
which the present report is concerned, was carried out under the same subject
as the first and the second, and the main purpose of the survey was to
research the changes in opinions of the people in the course of time.

The questions asked included 15 new items in addition to about 30 items
retained from the previous two surveys, especially 16 questions appeared in
common with the three surveys.

Sampling scheme for the third survey was the same as the previous two
surveys; i.e. the universe of the third national survey was all Japanese na-
tionals of 20 years and over, and 3600 individuals were chosen from voters’
list by the method of three-stage stratified random sampling.

* See bibliograph [3], [91, [10] (page 112).
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The survey was carried out with the co-operation of 20 universities in
Japan. All members of the Committee visited these universities in turn
during the latter part of September and early October 1963, giving instruction
to the student interviewers.

The interviews were then carried out in the following month. The inter-
viewers were responsible first for constructing the sample from the voters’
list as described above and then for carrying out the interviews by house-to-
house visits.

The proportion who could not be interviewed was 75 percent of the total.
The number of non-response and the number rejected as unreliable were of
average proportions in usual survey.

In this report we present only a summary analysis of the results. Further
analysis will be carried out by members of the Committee, and the findings

will appear in the near future.

4. Summary of results

It is impossible to summarize the results of the third national survey in
any large generalisations concerning the Japanese national character, but we
list below some of the tendencies which we have observed. Further details
may be found in chapter I, IV, V, and Appendices.

1) Comparison with the previons two national surveys. The results of
the third survey show almost the same tendencies in this as in the previous
surveys. Generally speaking, in the answers to all questions there is also a
slight shift towards a greater preponderance of new tendencies. And this is
usually due to a shift throughout all age groups rather than simply to the
admission to the sample of a new young age group.

(see figure 1, page 118. The figure plots all the various possible answers
to the 16 questions which were in common with the three surveys, and the
replies are categorized in three groups; (O: progressive, rational opinions;
x: old, traditional opinions, A: intermediate opinions.)

2) Influence of the current of the times among the above mentioned 16
questions, which were in common with the three surveys, those to which the
answers show marked changes in the three surveys are the followings:

% 3. 9 ‘Prime minister and Ise shrine’ :
# 4.10 ‘Necessary to adopt a child’
% 8. 1 ‘Leave things to political leaders ?’
£ 2. 4 ‘Attitude of life’
but only the answers of the question
£ 2. 1 ‘Should you follow custom ?’
are the same as the previons surveys. (see, chapter I in Japanese part.)

3) The results obtained from the re-surveyed group show almost the

same tendencies in this as in the third survey. (see, chapter V in Japanese

part.)
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5. Abbreviation of the Questions and Simple tabulations

Questions and Simple tabulations in Appendices should be read with the
following abbreviations in mind.

1) The numbers following # signs in the questions exactly correspond
to those in the book [10] “‘A study of Japanese National Character’.

also, § numbers in the English résumé in that book [10] correspond to

{mumbers in chapter IV and Appendix in this report.
2) Note on question and simple tabulation
4[H - I: in the tabulation is the finding of the First National Survey
(1953)
4@ - I: the finding of the Second National Survey (1958)
4@ - : the finding of the Third National Survey (1963)
1960 EHE: 1960 Census
1959 Iz 8.:  Scrutiny survey for the Second National Survey in Gihu city
(1959)
1963 I &.: Preliminary survey for the Third National Survey in Gihu
city (1963)

In the table, italics shows the percentage and the number in parentheses
( ) in the Total shows the total sample size.

The order of category in the tables correspond with that of the Simple
tabulation in the English résumé [10]

6. New items asked in the third National Survey
% 5.1c  (show card) (cf. p. 152)

a) Suppose that you were the president of a company. The company
decided to employ one person, and then carried out an examination for service.
The stuff in charge reported to you.

“The result of your relative who took the examination was the second.
But I could not find great difference between the result of the first and that
of your relative ”’.

In such a case, which of them do you employ ?

a) the first in the examination
b) your relative

b) In the last question we supposed that in the examination the second
was your relative, Supposing that the second was the son whose parents had
been good to you in the past.

Which of them do you employ ?

a) the first in the examination
b) the son of your benefactor
# 5.1d (show card) (cf. p. 153)
Which do you think is the most important thing in your life ?

Please choose two among followings.

1) Research Committee of Japanese National Character, The Institute of Statistical Mathematics.
August, 1961. SHISEIDO Pub. Co. Ltd.
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a) Opya-koko (filial piety, to be dutiful to one’s parents)

b) On-gaesi (repayment of a kindness, sense of gratitude)

c¢) respect for the individual rights

d) respect for the liberty
£ 5.1e (cf. p. 153)

Since the war, do you think Japanese are less dutiful toward one’s pare-
nts than they were before the war ?

a) vyes (less) b) no (same, more)

# 5.1f (cf. p. 154)

Since the war, do you think Japanese have less regard for repayment
another’s kindness than they did before the war ?

a) yes (less) b) no (same, more)

% 5.1g (cf. p. 154)

Since the war, do you think Japanese pay deeper regard to the individual
rights than they did before the war ?

a) yes (deeper) b) no (same)
¥ 6.2c (ct. p. 155)

On the whole, which sex do you think has more troubles of life,”men or
women ?

a) men b) women
%6.2d (cf. p. 155)

Then, which do you think has more pleasure of life, men or women ?

a) men b) women
# 7.5b (show card) (c.i. p. 157)

On the whole, which of the following opinions do you agree with ?

Of course, according to circumstances or cases, there are differences
among situation of matter, of which do you take a serious view, individual
rights or public good ?

a) It is inevitable that the public good is more or less ignored for

indvidual rights.

b) It is inevitable that individual rights are more or less ignored for

the public good.
# 7.13c (show card) (c.f. p. 158)

Which of the following opinions is closer to your view about the thought
in legislation ?

a) The law shonld be established in order that our daily life goes well.

b) The law should be established in order that the social justice is put

into practice.
% 8.2e (show card) (c.f. p. 158)

Would you say that ‘‘Democracy’’ is a good or a bad principle ?

a) good b) depend on circumstance c) bad
4 8.2f (show the same card)

Would you say that ‘‘Capitalism’ is a good or a bad idea ?



# 8.2h
# 9.1c
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....... ““Liberalism’” -++c-v-0 72
....... ““Socialism?’’ ceeeaees 7
(show card) (c.f. p. 161)

From the list of words on this card, which seem to you to describe the

character of the Japanese people best ?

Choose as many as you wish.

a) Ketin-bo (stingy, niggardly)

b) Ki ga mizikai (quick-tempered)
c) Zurui (sly)

d) Nessi-yasuku same-yasui (soon hot, soon cold)

e) Zannin (cruel)

D
g)
h)

Keihaku (insincere, frivolous)
Syunen-bukai (vindictive, vengeful)
Simaguni-teki (insular)

i) Goman (arrogant)
i)  Moho-teki (imitative)

# 9.4 (show cards) (c.f. p. 161)

Here are about twenty cards each with the name of a famous Japanese

person written on them. Please rank these persons yourself, dividing them

according as follows ?

red cards inscribed as;

0: don’t know (this person wery well)
1 very respectable
2: respectable
3: not very respectable
4: disrespectable
persons;
01 Syotoku-taisi (564~622)

02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15

Kobo-daisi (Kukai) (774~835)
Sugawara Mitizane (845~903)
Minamoto no Yoritomo (1147~1199)
Kusunoki Masasige (1294~1336)
Asikaga Takauzi (1305~1358)
Toyotomi Hideyosi (1535~1598)
Tokugawa Iyeyasu (1542~1616)
Nakae Tozyu (1608~1648)
Arai Hakuseki (1657 ~1725)
Ino Tadataka (1745~1818)
Ninomiya Sontoku (1787~1856)
Saigo Takamori (1827~1877)
Yosida Svyoin (1830~1859)
Hukuzawa Yukiti (1834~1901)
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16
17
18
19
20
21
22

ot TLLIRFTEE B11E F25 1964
Ito Hirobumi (1841 ~1909)
Togo Heihatiro (Admiral Tégd) (1847~1934)
Nogi Maresuke (General Nogi) (1849~1912)
Meiji-tenno (the Emperor Meiji) (1852~1912)
Hara Takasi (Hara Kei) (1856~1921)
Noguti Hideyo (1876~1928)
Yukawa Hideki (1907~ )

The Institute of Statistical Mathematics



