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A Sample Survey of Operations Research

Activities of Companies in Japan
Hirojiro AOYAMA

Some reports in regard to sample survey of operations research activities
in USA can be seen in some periodicals or proceedings, but the ones in our
country are unfortunately not available. Therefore we made a mail survey
in 1963 whether operations research activities in companies are held or not.

As is well known, the operations research is not so clearly defined that
the reporters may have different interpretations with regard to this term.
Hence we interviewed the people in 23 companies besides the random sample
by mail survey.

We obtained 70 replies from a random sample of 281 companies (mainly
manufacturing enterprises), 71 replies from 268 members in the directory of
Operations Research Association of Japan and 29 replies from 72 members in
the directory of Jointed Research Members of OR in JUSE. The results
obtained from the random sample are so similar to those from the other spe-
cified members, that the former replies should be considered as obtained from
companies which are pretty interested in OR. On the other hand, we may
consider the operations research activities are not held in great many compa-
nies which did not reply.

The main subjects in questionnaire are as follows:

1. prevalence of OR in companies,

2. special organization for OR,

3. major fields of studies of OR staffs,
4. number of OR staffs,
5. major fields of operations research activities in the past and in the

present
The results are shown in the following tables A (for the random sample
and interviewed companies) and tables B (for the other specified companies).
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