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A Study on the Diffusion of News
Sigeki Nisihira and Tatsuzo Suzuki

Since the year of 1954, we have studied social phenomena closely
related to mass communieation from the statistical point of view,
making several researches on this subject. Above all, the recent news
about the engagement of the Crown Prince gave us a good opportunity
to know the effect of mass communication in the actual life.

It was an especially advantageous object of study for us, because its
circumstances were a little different from other news whose movement
of diffusion we could not clearly see: first, almost all of the press and
the broadcasting in Japan kept the news secret by common consent
for a while, and published it all at once in accordance with the official
announcement (November 27) ; secondly, it was interesting and splendid
enough to draw the public attention.

In this report, we are going to try to show the results of our survey
made in the metropolitan area of Tokyo, from December 6 to 8, 1958,
partly comparing with the ones drawn from the inquiries made in
Kurashiki City*.

The 600 respondents were drawn from the electoral registers in
Tokyo by the two-stage stratified random sampling method, of which
the interview schedules were completed for 464.

The main results are shown below in tables and figures, whose
titles and categories are as follows: ’

Table I. ‘‘ When did you receive the news about the engagement ? *’
1. (centre) The day when the official announcement was made
2. (left) Before the day
3. (right) After the day
a. Tokyo
b. Kurashiki (the second investigation)

* 'These are the inquiries made twice, -before and after the day when the official announcement was
done, by Committee for the survey of press and other muss-communication (Shinbun-Sogo-Chosa-
I'inkai).
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Table II. “‘ By which means did you first receive it ? *’

1. radio 2. television 3. extra news
4. news paper 5. journal 6. from other person
7. others
a. Those who knew previously (Tokyo)
b. Those who knew after the announcement (Tokyo)
c. Kurashiki (the second investigation)
Figure I. ‘‘Those who knew it previously ”’
Figure II. ‘‘ Most interesting news items ever read >’
a. Total
b. Sex 1. male 2. female
c. Age 1. 20—29 2. 30—39 3. 40—49
4, 50—59 5. 60—

d. Education
1. elementary
2. middle
3. high
4, university
e. Occupation
1. professional and administrative
2. clerical
3. commercial

4. laboring
5. house-keeping (wife)
Note :
Figure 1. Those who knew it the day before announcement done

Those who knew it earlier than a

a
Figure II. a. The engagement of the Crown Prince
B. The law of policemen duties execution
7. The teachers efficiency rating system
Figure IV. ‘‘ Most interesting news items ever read >’

(April, 1957 survey)
1. A-H bomb tests
2. Antarctic Observation
3. corruption
(November, 1957 survey)
4. Sputnic (man-made satellites)
5. corruption
6. smaller enterprise organization law
(April, 1958 survey)
7. dissolution of the Diet
8. Japanese-Soviet fishery talks
9. teachers efficiency rating system
10. A-H bomb tests

(December, 1958 survey)
11. the engagement of the Crown Prince
12. law of policemen duties execution
13. teachers efficiency rating system

14. total other itemes
15. none
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