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What Makes the Difference in Social Stratum Identification ?

Yosiyuki Sakamoto
(The Institute of Statistical Mathematics)

The fact that 90 percent of Japanese consider themselves middle or upper stratum has
been widely reported and has been taken for an indicator of the improving standard of
living in Japan. However, the report of “the survey in 13 countries of human values”
pointed out in 1979 as follows : “This tendency is not limited to Japan, but is evident around
the world. The total percentage of those considering themselves in the high, upper-middle
and middle class was about 70 percent in Japan. In the Philippines and India, however, it
was even higher, 75 and 71 percent respectively.”

The purpose of the present paper is to clarify what makes the difference in social
stratum identification in Japan. For this purpose, we applied CATDAP, a program which
performs variable selection for categorical data, to many sets of social survey data.
Through such analyses of all of the data sets obtained in Japan it was found that our social
stratum identification was subjective rather than objective. On the other hand, from the
analyses of data of “the survey in 13 countries”, we found that this feature was limited to
Japan.



