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Abstract : This paper reviews some issues facing school and university educa-
tion in statistics in different countries around the world. The introduction
gives a brief account of the writer’s experiences with the statistical education
programmes in New Zealand and later with the International Statistical Insti-
tute. The paper then proceeds to a discussion of factors influencing the devel-
opment of statistical education, first at school level, and then at university level.
In the final section a more personal view is presented of what a university
programme in statistics might hope to achieve, not just for specialists, but for
graduates across the whole range of university disciplines. The importance of
strengthening the statistical profession as a whole is emphasized. The writer
concludes by noting that university statistics departments can provide impor-
tant centres for developing the statistical profession, and questioning whether,
for a country as large and technically sophisticated as Japan, just one such
centre can be enough. (D. Vere-Jones)
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