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A Survey on the Use of Official Micro Data for Economic Analyses in Japan

Mototsugu Fukushige

(Graduate School of Economics, Osaka University)

This paper surveys the use of official micro data for economic analyses in Japan. It
covers 69 academic papers containing analysis on official micro data before 1998 when the
Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research on Priority Areas (Ministry of Education, Science,
Sports and Culture) was launched to explore the potential use of official micro data in
Japan. According to the survey, major fields of research using micro data were labor
analysis and households’ consumption and savings. Research is classified into 4 groups
in terms of applied statistical methods or models: on demand tabulation, linear models,
nonlinear models and identification of the distribution pattern according to the necessity
of the micro data in each research. Although researchers of some national universities are
more likely to appear as users of official microdata, they are not always exclusive users.

Key words: Micro data, official statistics, econometrics, empirical research.



