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Nuclear deterrence and nuclear taboo are basis on the discussion of nuclear weapons issues. Norm theory shows effect of nuclear weapons’ inhumanity to decision making. Deterrence theory
verifies that the security effect is the main reason to possess nuclear weapons. The two theories have been tested separately and are rarely tested for their influence at same time. This article
clarifies the effect of nuclear deterrence and nuclear taboo on public opinions simultaneously with qualification methods and survey data. Especially it identifies which variable has the greater
effect and how interactions affect.
Nuclear norm and threat clearly have effect on people’s values and opinions. However, they are not independently effective but there will be an interaction in each situation. For example,
Japanese and Koreans are more in favor of US disarmament than North Korea, even though they are under the nuclear umbrella of the US and nuclear weapons of North Korea is serious threat to
their national securities. If the security effect of nuclear deterrence is the main variable, the Japanese and Koreans would no more insist on US nuclear disarmament than North Korea. If the norm
is the main variable, they would agree that there is no reason to nuclear possession and use of nuclear weapons.
The procedure of my analyses is as follows. First, measuring effect of each nuclear threat and norm’s variable. Second, measuring the interactions of these variables. And third, constructing logit
regression models to clarify the structure of the public opinions in every country. These are comparative analyses to verify the different characteristics among four types countries: country to have
ever suffered atomic bombings (Japan, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki), nuclear power (the US), potential nuclear power (South Korea), and non-nuclear power (Australia).
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Q14．Please select all the countries that you think have a high priority for nuclear
disarmament.

9 North Korea

5 China

2 Russia

1 The US

• Japanese and South Koreans have been threatened by North Korean 
nuclear weapons for more than 10 years. However, the percentage of 
the U.S. is not different from the percentage of North Korea in Japan, 
while the percentage of the U.S. is much higher than the percentage of 
the North Korea in South Korea. 
• Tendencies of Japanese, Hiroshima and Nagasaki resident’s responses are partly 

consistent with the hypothesis of nuclear threat. 
• Tendencies of Americans and Koreans responses are partly consistent with the 

hypothesis of nuclear norm. 

• If only nuclear threat influenced on their answers, no Japanese and 
Koran would choose the US. 

• If nuclear norms would strongly work, people could easily choose the 
US which is the strongest nuclear power. 

• These complicated distributions of responses show that there will be 
interactions between nuclear threat and norm in nation’s values. 

Nuclear threat and nuclear deterrence.
• There are many positive answers about nuclear deterrence in the US (nuclear powers) and and South Korea (potential nuclear powers).
• Especially South Koreans strongly support security effect of nuclear deterrence and have negative opinions on nuclear disarmament. 
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Q7. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following 
statements? Nuclear disarmament contributes to international security.

Disagree Agree
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Q8. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following 
statements? Nuclear disarmament contributes to your nation's security.

Disagree Agree
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Q16. When the threat of nuclear weapons exists, do you think the 
possession of nuclear weapons increase the security of the nation?

Disagree Agree
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Q18. Do you think that alliances with a nuclear power to counter nuclear 
threats enhance national security?

Disagree Agree
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Q17. When non-nuclear threats exist, do you think the possession of 
nuclear weapons increase the security of the nation?

Disagree Agree
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Q19. Do you think that alliances with nuclear powers to counter non-
nuclear threats enhance national security?

Disagree Agree
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1 When a nation is under nuclear threat.

2 When a nation is under military threats.

3 To prepare for future threats.

4 To avoid being swayed by the convenience of great powers.

5 The more nuclear powers there are, the more difficult it will be to
start a war.

6 Expansion of military power is a right of sovereign states.

7 The NPT is unequal because only the U.S., United Kingdom, France,
Russia, and China are not banned from possessing nuclear weapons.

8 If you are not a signatory to the NPT (or have withdrawn), there is
no legal basis to make it illegal.

9 There is no significant difference between nuclear weapons and
other military weapons.

10 Other

11 There is no reason to justify the possession of nuclear weapons.

Q20．Since the signing of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in 1968, are there
any valid reasons for a nation to possess nuclear weapons?
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1 When a nuclear attack is more effective than an attack with
conventional weapons.

2 When the use of  nuclear weapons is result in fewer casualties for
the country.

3 When there is no risk of moral condemnation by the use of nuclear
weapons.

4 When the country is attacked by conventional weapons.

5 When your country is attacked by terrorism.

6 When your country is attacked by a nuclear weapon.

7 When an allied country is attacked by conventional weapons.

8 When an allied country is attacked by terrorism.

9 When an allied country is attacked by nuclear weapons.

10 Other

11 No justifiable situation.

Q21．Do you think that there are situations in which a nuclear attack is justified? If
so, under what circumstances do you think the use of nuclear weapons would be
justified? Please choose all the situations that you think are acceptable from the

followin
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Nuclear norm and nuclear taboo.
• There are many negative 

answers about nuclear 
deterrence in Japan (atomic 
bombed country) and Australia 
(non-nuclear powers).  

• However, only Japan’s majority 
agrees that there is no 
justification for a nuclear attack 
and nuclear possession.

• The data show that it is difficult 
for norm to outweigh threat.
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